
What is the Gospel? 
 
 Today we are completing our brief study of the claim that the New Testament 
message stands in organic continuation with and fulfills the prophecies of the Old 
Testament.  By this is meant that there is a common, essential theme pervading the 
entirety of Scripture, a leitmotif that ensures the unity, continuity and meaning of the 
Bible.  This central, controlling theme is that of divine salvation, God’s salvation for 
sinners through the Messianic Person and atoning sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ.  In 
the Old Testament this salvation is witnessed “by promises, prophecies, sacrifices, 
circumcision, the paschal lamb, and other types and ordinances delivered to the people 
of the Jews, all foresignifying Christ to come;” (Westminster Confession of Faith 7.5); 
achieved in the Gospels by the incarnate Son of God who satisfies the preceptive 
demands of the law by his sinless life and who fulfills its punitive demands by paying the 
penalty for sin and sinners with his life on the cross; and is applied by the Holy Spirit in 
the life of the church in book of Acts and throughout the Epistles and Revelation. 

 We have already proved this essential continuity by witnessing the fulfillment of 
Isa 61:1-2 in Lk 4:18 -21 and of Isa 53:7-8 in Acts 8:32-33.  Our task today is to cover 
our third and final example which is taken from Jesus’ meeting with the beleaguered 
disciples on the Emmaus road, Lk 24:13-35.  They were overcome with despair 
because of the news that was spreading through Jerusalem: “Jesus of Nazareth, a man 
who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people,” was 
delivered up by the chief priests and rulers to be crucified three days ago.  Their 
perplexity was worsened because some women had reported that his tomb was empty 
but that they had seen a vision of angels who told them that he was alive.  The disciples 
had visited his tomb and had confirmed the women’s account – it was empty.  What 
were they to do?   

 After a mild rebuke, the Lord revealed himself to them by asserting that his 
suffering and glory were decreed by God the Father - their necessity, v. 26, denotes the 
fruition of the sovereign, efficacious will of God- and were contained in the Old 
Testament and therefore “..  Beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted 
to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.”  Lk 24:13-27, passim.   A 
short while later, Jesus repeats this truth to the eleven, vv. 44-47.  Jesus Christ is the 
central subject of the entire Bible. 

 Note that Jesus “interpreted .. in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself”  
from Moses and the prophets, v. 27.  That is to say, he proved that all the recent events 
concerning his suffering and glory were recorded throughout the Old Testament.  He 
who had closed their eyes by preventing their recognition of him, v. 16, now revealed 
himself as the promised Savior by opening the Scriptures to them, v. 32, and in the 
taking, blessing, breaking and distribution of bread, v. 30.  In so doing, he opened their 
eyes that they may recognize him, v. 31.  Here we learn the crowning principle of 
biblical interpretation: in order to understand the Scripture we need Christ to explain 
Christ from all the Scripture to us.  It is he who must open the Scriptures to us by 
revealing himself and his work as essentially and organically present in both the Old 
and the New Testaments and as the controlling theme ensuring the unity, coherence, 
continuity and so on, of the Scripture.  Lastly, note that the recognition of Christ by Word 
and sacrament and the strengthening of our faith, which includes a holy and illuminating 
heartburn, v. 32, are achieved primarily in a corporate context. 


